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intimated that Alen<jon was accepted by the States
only as a pledge that England would support them;
if England failed them, they would not trust their
fortunes to so vain an idiot." This statement appears
to be drawn from the second-hand tattle of Mendoza,
and is probably, like much else from that source, un-
worthy of credit. But whether Orange sent such an
"intimation" or not, it cannot be allowed to weigh
against the ample evidence that Alen9on was accepted
by him and by the States mainly for the sake of the
French forces he could raise on his own account, and
the assistance which he undertook to procure from
his brother. Neither Orange nor any one else re-
garded him as an idiot. Orange had not been led
to expect that he would bring any help from England
except money supplied underhand- and money Eliza-
beth did furnish in very considerable quantities. But
the Netherlander now expected everything to be
done for them, and were backward with their con-
tributions both in men and money. Clearly there is
something to be said for the let-alone policy to which
Elizabeth usually leant.

The States intended Ale^on's sovereignty to be
of the strictly constitutional kind, such as it had
been before the encroachments of Philip and his father.
This did not suit the young Frenchman, and at the
beginning of 1583 he attempted a coup-d'dtat, not
without encouragement from some of the Belgian
Catholics. At Antwerp his French troops were
defeated with great bloodshed by the citizens, and
the general voice of the country was for sending him
about his business. But both Elizabeth and Orange,